REBUILDING   AFTER   BATTLE
their places In the practices of war, not written or
defined, perhaps, but still there. And why not?
Is there much difference between maiming a baby
for life In Bloomsbury or Berlin, for no apparent
purpose, save the destruction of a locality; and the
temporary discomfiture of a combatant In order
that the commander-In-chief may be supplied with
Information, of a most Important character, the
possession of which may spell life or death to his
country? I think the mutilation of the combatant
Is much more justifiable In theory and supportable in
practice! I have no fear of Army splitting on us if unmo-
lested, but few men are impervious to the Intelligence
Service, If It Is really bent on getting what It wants.
Army I find went out on patrol, left his men lying
down and crawled forward to the horseshoe. There
was a good deal of stray night firing at the time and
no unusual sound was heard. He simply disappeared.
Nine months later, when the Second Army launched
its successful attack at Messines, over the very spot
where Army fell, his skeleton and watch were found
In a lonely furrow, near the horseshoe - for good
luck, perhaps! He had died for more than a bit of
wire. He had saved his soul.
Our plans^are now complete for carrying out at
least three raids. The whole of the German trench
system Is known. The wire is cut by the artillery in
many places. We have the initiative.
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